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STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 
Twentieth Report, “Clauses 11 and 12 of the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Legislation  

Amendment Bill 2013”— Tabling 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [3.06 pm]: I am directed to present the twentieth report of the 
Standing Committee on Legislation, “Clauses 11 and 12 of the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2013”.  

[See paper 969.] 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The Legislative Council referred clauses 11 and 12 of the Petroleum and 
Geothermal Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2013 to the committee. The committee considered the 
ministerial powers to enter and occupy land for greenhouse gas operations proposed by clause 11 of the bill and 
the compensation framework that will apply to landowners affected by GHG operations. The bill amends the 
Petroleum Geothermal Resources Energy Act 1967 in relation to the activities of GHG operations. 

The committee heard from the Department of Mines and Petroleum and the Department of Lands and received 
submissions from the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of Western Australia, the Chamber of Minerals and 
Energy of Western Australia, and the Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association Ltd. The 
committee found that the minister’s powers to carry on GHG operations on a temporary or permanent basis on 
private or vacant crown land under clause 11 is balanced with a number of provisions in the act that provide a 
compensation framework for loss, damage and injury. Compensation is also available for future damage to land. 
The same compensation framework that currently applies to petroleum and geothermal operations will apply to 
landowners affected by GHG operations. 

Negotiation and consultation has been a feature of agreements on land access and compensation between 
landowners and mining exploration companies for many years. Under the bill, permits are required. The 
department’s usual policy is to negotiate with landholders rather than rely on the “reserve” power for the 
minister to enter and occupy land proposed by clause 11, which requires ministerial approval. An agreement on 
land access and compensation must be negotiated by the parties before GHG exploration can occur. A template 
agreement for farmers and private landowners relating to the act is being developed. The committee found no 
substantive issue with clause 11 and considers this clause appropriate. 

Clause 12 corrects a drafting error to section 15 of the act, and the committee finds no issue with this proposed 
amendment. 

The committee commends the report to house.  
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